Niagara Police Athletic League

4455 Porter Road

Niagara Falls, NY 14305

286-7038
Art Eberhart, Executive Director
Niagara PAL 15U Travel Baseball Team
The Niagara Police Athletic League Storm 15 and under travel baseball team is geared toward players who are looking to challenge themselves at a higher competition level than offered through locally based baseball organizations with restricted player boundaries.  The team features players from across Niagara County and Grand Island.  It plays elite competition from across Western New York and Southern Ontario in league play and travels to East Coast and national level tournaments.  The goal is to play showcase tournaments providing players with exposure to college coaches and rating services at lower financial cost to players and their families than other area programs.  

We encourage players to focus on high school/modified baseball until our season starts in June.  Our team will practice on a limited basis in May but your school team comes first during this season. Following the school season, we require that this team have first priority. At the younger age groups we have encouraged players to continue house ball. At 15U and older, we are requiring attendances at practices and games with this team over games and practices with other teams.  This commitment is imperative in order to compete at the level we will play in tournaments and leagues.  Pitchers must keep Niagara PAL coaching staff aware of innings pitched or planned.  We may ask you to not pitch or limit the amount of innings pitched in for other teams prior to tournament play.
Coaches:

Lou Paonessa  297-4422 (h)  614-6225 (w)  807-9841 (c)    lpaonessa@niagaracc.suny.edu or lhpaonessa@adelphia.net
Dave Lucatra 

Tom Reilly

Team Selection:

We will carry up to 20 players on the team roster, however only a maximum of 14 players will be considered part of the regular playing roster for league games and tournaments.  Remaining roster spots will be reserved for alternate players who are encouraged to participate in team sponsored clinics, practice with the team and fill-in during games and tournaments on an as needed basis.  We did have injuries and illnesses last year allowing alternates the opportunity to play.

All players from the Storm 14U team are invited to return as part of the 20 man roster but are not guaranteed placement on the regular playing roster.  New players are welcome and their status will be based on the recommendations, of high school/modified coaches, Niagara PAL coaches’ evaluations at practices and performance during the school season. 
Since this is travel level competition, playing time must be earned through performance.  Playing time will NOT be equally distributed.  We will make efforts to get game at-bats and or defensive time for most players in league games, but it might not occur in every game especially in tournament play and playoffs.  If a player does not play in one tournament game, he will usually play the next.  Players scheduled to pitch the second half of a doubleheader may not play in the first game. 

Player Eligibility:

A player is eligible for the 15U team provided he does not turn 16 prior to May 1.  All players must provide parent signatures on required waivers for Niagara PAL and tournament sponsoring agencies including ECTB (Elite Championship Tournament Baseball)  Every player selected, will also need to provide a copy of the player’s birth certificate.  
Facilities:

The team uses of Sal Maglie Stadium and Manning Field behind Niagara Falls High School for practices and games.  
Schedule:

Anticipate approximately a 30-40 game schedule depending upon team success.  More information will be posted as league play and tournaments are finalized.  Subject to change, the league schedule will run from approximately June 1 through July 31.  Playoffs and championship will be in early August.  Home dates for games and practices are likely Tuesday and Thursday evenings, and on weekends.  We estimate four weekend tournaments. 
The team will play at least one tournament requiring hotel/dorm accommodations for the players.  This is tentatively scheduled for July 6-8.  Local “driving distance” tournaments are tentatively scheduled for July 27-29 and in June.  Should we qualify for the ECTB National tournament (we did in 2006 but did not attend), we would attend in Allentown, PA, August 3-5. 
Insurance:

Basic team accident insurance is covered through the Niagara Police Athletic League.  This does not replace your medical insurance coverage.

Budget:

We expect team expenses of approximately $7,500 shared equally among all players on the regular playing roster.  The financial obligation for alternate players will be less than actual expenses for any tournament or clinic in which the player actively participates.  A $100 deposit will be due upon selection to the team and payment in full prior to the start of league play. 

Sponsorship/Fundraising

It is not a requirement.  You can pay cash or use fundraising efforts to help defray your own costs while helping to enhance the team experience and lower per player costs.  A fundraising letter is available for you to use in contacting local businesses.  Families can use the lower level sponsorship categories as a means to lower their financial obligation.  For each $100 sponsor you obtain, you get a $75 credit toward your player fee and $25 goes toward the team enhancement fund.  For each $250 sponsor, $175 goes toward your player fee and $75 goes toward the team enhancement fund.  This “extra” money will be used to enhance the team budget through additional tournaments, food at tournaments, clinics or miscellaneous expenses such as banner printing.  Any dollars raised above the player’s financial obligation will not be refunded.  Funds from larger sponsorship categories will be used for a specific purpose.  Named sponsorships (ie – bat bag) will be used to cover the cost of the item and sponsor recognition.  Remaining funds will be applied to the player’s cost on a percentage basis.  To avoid duplication, please notify Lou Paonessa AS SOON AS possible if you know you have a likely candidate for a major naming gift sponsor.
North Coast Baseball League

For more info visit: www.northcoastbaseball.com.

The league posts team rosters and photos as permitted. League rules are also posted.
Western New York Boys of Summer League

For more info visit: www.wnyboysofsummer.com

ECTB: 
For more info visit:  www.ectb.org 

We will be playing in tournaments sponsored by USSSA and ECTB Elite Championship Tournament Baseball.  
